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Chapter  Five 

Freedom  of  Faith  and  Beliefs 
for  Non-Muslims 


Qur3An 


i.  4There  is  no  compulsion  in  Din  (Religion).  Surely,  the 
guidance  has  been  evidently  distinguished  from  error. yfl * 


z.  4 And,  (O  Muslims,)  do  not  abuse  these  (false  gods)  that 
these  (polytheists)  worship  besides  Allah,  lest  these  people 
should  (also,  in  retaliation,)  revile  against  Allah’s  Glory 
wrongfully  due  to  ignorance.  * 1 
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3.  #5^y:  “O  People  of  the  Book , cowe  £o  matter 
which  is  common  between  us  and  you  (namely  that):  we 
shall  worship  none  other  than  Allah,  and  we  shall  not 
associate  any  partner  with  Him.  Nor  shall  any  of  us  take 
one  another  as  Lords  apart  from  Allah  ” Then  if  they  turn 
away,  say:  “Bear  witness  that  we  are  but  Allah's  obedient 
servants  (Muslims).”?* 


1 Qur  an  2:256. 

* Ibid.,  6:108. 

3 Ibid.,  3:64. 
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4.  4And  whatever  (sin)  each  soul  earns , (its  evil  outcome) 
falls  back  upon  it.  And  no  bearer  of  burden  will  bear 
another's  burden.}1 * 3 
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5.  4 And  had  Allah  so  willed , certainly  all  inhabitants  on 
the  earth  would  have  believed.  (When  your  Lord  has  not 
made  them  believe  by  force,)  will  you  coerce  the  people 
until  they  become  believers ?}z 


\5l^*£=cii  ill  jJi)  ill  jli  ^==jj  y*  ^ 
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6.  say;  CY This)  truth  is  from  your  Lord.  So  whoever 

desires  may  believe  and  whoever  desires  may  deny." 
Indeed , We  have  prepared  for  the  wrongdoers  the  Fire  (of 

Hell).y 
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7.  4^And  had  Allah  not  been  repelling  one  class  of  human 
society  by  the  other  (through  progressive  struggle  and 
persistent  toil),  the  cloisters,  synagogues,  churches  and 
mosques  ( i.e religious  centres  and  places  of  worship  of  all 
religions)  would  have  been  ruined  where  Allah's  Name  is 


1 Ibid.,  6:164. 

z Ibid.,  10:99. 

3 Ibid.,  18:29. 
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abundantly  commemorated.^1 2 3 
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8.  4kSo,  continuously  admonish  them , for  you  are  but 
an  admonisher.  You  are  not  imposed  upon  them  (as)  an 
oppressor  and  persecutor .41 


Ayj  4 3 ^ 

9.  4(So)  you  have  your  din  (religion),  and  I have  my  Din 

( Religion). 


Hadith 
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53/1.  It  is  related  by  a number  of  the  Companions’  sons  (about  thirty 
of  their  sons,  as  reported  by  al-Bayhaqi),  on  the  authority  of  their 
nearest  relatives,  that  Allah’s  Messenger  said: 

“Beware!  Whoever  wrongs  a non-Muslim  citizen,  or  diminishes 
any  of  his  (religious,  social,  economic,  political  and  cultural)  rights,  or 
loads  him  with  more  (work)  than  he  can  bear,  or  takes  anything  from 
him  without  his  consent,  I shall  plead  on  his  [the  latter’s]  behalf  on  the 
Day  of  Resurrection.”4 


1 Ibid.,  zz:40. 

2 Ibid.,  88:zi-zz. 

3 Ibid.,  109:6. 

4 Set  forth  by  *Abu  Dawud  in  al-Sunatt:  Kitab  al-kharaj  wa  al-intara  wa  al- 
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Reported  by  Abu  Dawud  and  BayhaqI  and  cited  by  al-Mundhirl 
and  al-cAjlunI.  According  to  al-cAjlunI:  “It  has  a fine  chain  of 
transmission.” 
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54/2.  According  to  Ibn  Ishaq: 

A Christian  delegation  from  Najran  came  to  meet  Allah’s 
Messenger  0.  in  Medina.  Muhammad  b.  Jacfar  b.  al-Nada  b.  al-Nada 
said  that  they  reached  the  Prophet’s  mosque  after  the  \Asr  prayer.  It  was 
their  prayer  time  so  they  stood  up  in  the  Prophet’s  mosque  to  perform 
their  religious  service.  People  tried  to  stop  them  but  the  Messenger  of 
Allah  j§£  said:  ‘Leave  them  be.’  They  faced  eastward  and  performed 
their  rituals  (prayers).”1 


Reported  by  al-Bayhaql,  Ibn  Sacd  and  Ibn  Hisham. 
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fay  [The  Book  on  the  Land  Tax,  Leadership  and  Spoils  Acquired  without 
Fighting],  chapter:  “Taking  One  Tenth  from  Non-  Muslim  Citizens  When  They 
Do  Business,  3:I7°  §3°52*  #al-Bayhaqi  in  al-Sunan  al-kubra , 9:205  §18511. 
•al-Mundhirl  in  al-Targhlb  wa  al-tarblb , 4:7  §4558.  •al-fAjluni  in  Kashf  al- 
khafa\  2:342. 

Set  forth  by  •al-Bayhaql  in  Dala'il  al-Nubuwwa,  5:382.  «Ibn  Sacd  in  al- 
Tabaqat  al-kubra , 1:357.  #Ibn  Hisham  in  al-Stra  al-Nabawiyya , 2:239—240. 
•Ibn  Kathlr  in  al-Stra , 4:108.  #Ibn  Qayyim  in  Zad  al-macad , 3:629. 
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55/3.  cUbayd  Allah  b.  Abl  Humayd  reported  on  the  authority  of  Abu 
al-Mallh  al-Hudhall  that  when  Allah’s  Messenger  ^ reconciled  with 
the  people  of  Najran,  he  concluded  an  agreement  with  them  (in  which 
it  was  written): 

“Indeed,  Najran  and  her  allies  are  under  the  guarantee  and 
protection  of  Allah  0*  and  Allah’s  Messenger  ^ in  regard  to  their 
blood,  lives,  lands,  assets  and  religion.  This  includes  their  priests, 
monks,  those  who  are  present  amongst  them  and  those  who  are 
absent,  and  others  amongst  them,  and  their  delegations  and  the  like. 
They  shall  not  be  forced  to  change  their  faith  and  no  right  of  theirs 
shall  be  forfeited.  No  monk,  priest  or  attendant  amongst  them  should 
lose  what  is  in  his  possession,  be  it  plentiful  or  scarce,  and  no  fear  or 
danger  should  threaten  them.”1 

Reported  by  al-Bayhaql,  Ibn  Sacd  and  cited  by  many  imams. 
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1 Set  forth  by  *al-Bayhaqi  in  Dala'il  al-Nubuu/wa , 5:359,  389.  •Ibn  Sacd  in 

al-Tabaqat  al-kubrd , 1:2.88,  358.  •Abu  Yusuf  in  K/frzfc  al-kharaj , p.  78.  •Abu 

Ubayd  al-Qasim  b.  Sailam  in  Kitdb  al-atnwdl,  pp.  244—2.45  §503.  «Ibn 

Zanjawayh  in  Kitdb  al-amwal , pp.  449-450  §732. 
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56/4.  According  to  Sacld  b.  al-Musayyab  Js,,  Abu  Bakr  al-Siddlq  & 
directed  Yazld  b.  Abl  Sufyan,  cAmr  b.  al-cAs  and  Shurahbll  b.  asana 
as  he  was  sending  them  to  Syria: 

“Do  not  drown  or  burn  date-palm  trees.  Do  not  kill  any  animal. 
Do  not  cut  down  a fruit-bearing  tree.  Do  not  demolish  a church.  Do 
not  kill  any  children  or  old  people  or  women.  Soon  you  shall  come 
upon  people  who  have  secluded  themselves  in  cloisters;  you  must  leave 
them  to  engage  in  that  for  which  they  have  secluded  themselves.”1 

Reported  by  al-Bayhaql,  al-TahawI,  Ibn  cAsakir  and  cited  by 
al-Hindl. 
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57/5.  A similar  report  has  been  reported  from  cUmar  b.  al-Khattab  J*. 
as  has  been  narrated  by  al-Tabari  in  Tarikh  al-umam  wa  al-muluk : 

“This  is  the  covenant  of  security  and  protection  from  the  servant 
of  Allah,  "Umar,  the  Commander  of  the  Faithful,  to  the  people  of 
Jerusalem.  He  grants  them  security  in  their  lives,  properties,  churches, 
crucifixes  and  to  their  ill  and  their  healthy  and  their  entire  religious 
community.  Their  churches  are  not  to  be  occupied,  demolished  or 
decreased  in  number.  Their  churches  or  crucifixes  should  not  be 
desecrated,  or  anything  else  of  their  property.  They  are  not  to  be 


1 Set  forth  by  •al-Bayhaql  in  al-Snnan  al-kubrd , 9:85  §17904.  •al-Tahaw!  in 
Sharh  Musbkil  al-dtbar , 3:144.  *Ibn  cAsakir  in  Tdrikb  Madina  Dimasbq,  2:75. 
Cited  by  •al-Hindl  in  Kanz  al-cummdl , 4:203  §11408. 
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proselytized,  and  no  one  amongst  them  is  to  be  harmed  in  any  way. 
And  none  of  the  Jews  are  to  reside  with  them  in  Jerusalem  [due  to  the 
severe  enmity  between  them  in  those  days].”1 


a?'  o-e'j  L41  ^ °h3 


58/6.  Tkrima  related  that  (cAbd  Allah)  b.  cAbbas  was  asked: 

“Is  it  permissible  for  non-Muslim  citizens  to  construct  new  houses 
and  places  of  worship  in  Muslim  cities?”  He  said:  “The  cities  that  are 
raised  by  Muslims,  therein  the  non-Muslim  citizens  do  not  have  the 
right  to  build  a new  house  or  a place  of  worship  or  to  ring  the  bell  (to 
summon  the  congregation)  or  drink  alcohol  or  farm  pigs.  As  for  the 
rest  of  the  cities  raised  by  non-Muslims  that  Allah  conquered  at  the 
hands  of  Muslims  and  they  embraced  obedience  to  (Arab)  Muslims, 
there  they  have  the  same  rights  as  settled  in  the  covenant  of  protection. 
And  it  is  binding  on  the  Arabs  to  fulfil  the  rights  of  non-Arabs  and  the 
latter  should  also  not  be  burdened  beyond  their  capacity.”2 

Reported  by  Ibn  Abl  Shayba,  al-Bayhaql,  Ibn  Zanjawayh  and 

1 •Al-Tabari,  Tarikb  al-umam  wa  al-muluk , 2:449. 

2 Set  forth  by  #Ibn  Abl  Shayba  in  al-Musannaf ’ 6:467  §32982..  •ai-Bayhaql 
in  al-Sunan  al-kubra , 9:202  §18496.  »Ibn  Zanjawayh  in  Kitab  al-amwal , p. 
328.  •Ibn  Qudama  in  al-MughnT , 9:283.  •al-MaqdisI  in  al-Fnru\  6:250.  •Ihn 
al-Qayyim  in  Abkam  abl  al-dbimma , 3:1181,  1195,  12.35.  #Ibn  Dawvan  in 
Mandr  al-sabil,  1:283. 
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cited  by  Ibn  Qudama  and  al-Maqdisi. 
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59/7.  Al-Baladhuri  related  about  cUmar  b.  cAbd  al-cAzIz: 

“When  cUmar  b.  cAbd  al-cAzIz  Jj,  became  the  Caliph,  the 
Christians  complained  to  him  about  al-Walld’s  seizure  of  church 
property.  He  dictated  orders  to  his  governor  there,  commanding  him 
to  return  to  them  the  portion  of  the  church  that  was  added  to  the 
mosque.  [It  was  implemented.]”1 * 
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Ibn  Kathlr  explained  this  Qur’anic  verse:  4There  is  no 
compulsion  in  Din  (Religion).^1  in  the  following  words: 
“Do  not  coerce  anyone  to  embrace  the  religion  of  Islam,  for 
its  proofs  and  evidence  are  clear,  obvious  and  manifest.  There 
is  no  need  for  anyone  to  be  coerced  into  embracing  it.”3 
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1 •Al-Baladhuri,  Futuh  al-buldan , p.  132. 

z Qur’an  2:256. 

3 #Ibn  Kathlr,  Ta f sir  al- Quran  al^A^Im^  1:310. 
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In  his  commentary  on  the  verse  4 And  had  Allah  not  been 
repelling  one  class  of  human  society  by  the  other  ( through 
progressive  struggle  and  persistent  toil),  the  cloisters, 
synagogues,  churches  and  mosques  ( i.e .,  religious  centres  and 
places  of  worship  of  all  religions)  would  have  been  ruined 
where  Allah's  Name  is  abundantly  commemorated Sf1 2  , 
Imam  Abu  Bakr  al-Jassas  quoted  the  words  of  Imam  al- 
Hasan  al-Basrl:  “Allah  uses  the  believers  as  a means  to 
prevent  the  destruction  of  the  places  of  worship  belonging  to 
the  non-Muslim  citizens.”2- 
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Imam  Abu  Bakr  al-Jassas  continued:  “Within  this  verse  is 
a proof  that  it  is  impermissible  to  destroy  the  aforementioned 
places  of  worship  belonging  to  those  of  the  non-Muslims 
who  are  citizens  or  under  a guarantee  of  protection.”3 


So  in  other  words,  it  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Islamic  state 
to  provide  them  complete  protection  in  all  circumstances.  Every 
community  safeguards  its  own  values  and  culture  and  it  is  their  right 
to  do  so.  So  the  Muslims  have  been  ordered  to  protect  the  places  of 
worship  belonging  to  the  non-Muslims,  despite  religious  differences. 
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Ibn  al-Qayyim  writes  in  Ahkam  ahl  al-dhimma:  “Allah 


1 Qur'an  22:40. 

2 •Abu  Bakr  al-Jassas,  Ahkam  al-Qur'an,  5:83.  •Ibn  al-Qayyim,  Ahkam  ahl 
al-dhimma , 3:1169. 

3 •Abu  Bakr  al-Jassas,  Ahkam  al-Qur'an , 5:83. 
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uses  the  believers  to  defend  their  places  of  worship.... 
Moreover,  it  is  obligatory  for  him  [the  believer]  to  defend 
their  objects  of  worship,  even  though  he  detests  them.  This  is 
the  correct  position  and  the  view  maintained  by  Ibn  cAbbas.”*  1 

9 -3  £ 

“When  a territory  under  treaty  becomes  a territory  of  the 
Muslims,  no  church,  sanctuary  or  Zoroastrian  temple  that 
was  there  before  should  be  demolished.”1 
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1 *Ibn  al-Qayyim,  Abkam  ahl  al-dhimma,  3:1169. 

1 *Abu  Bakr  al-Jassa?,  Ahkdm  al-Qur'an,  5:83. 


